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IT WAS CALLED 
FUNAJIMA.* 


*T/N: LITERALLY, “BOAT ISLAND", SO-CALLED. BECALISEDIOF. TS APPEARANCE, 





NOM, 


STILL 











ae Se = 






TO THE AGES AS 
CANRYUUTIMA..0 





FUNAJIMA, IN THE 
FIEFDOM OF KOKURA. 
TEN YEARS INTO THE 
KEICHOU ERA. 


THERE IS NO ONE YET 
WHO KNOWS WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN HERE... 














FROM HERE 
ON, WHAT'RE 
YOU GOING 








I TOLO UES 


AND TRICKED ] | \ | iF youro LiKe, 
PEOPLE MY YOU COULO CLIT 


A WHOLE LIFE! } OFF YOUR HAI 











ANO BECOME A 
PRIEST, 












8YGONES 
ARE 


THE “YOU” 
OF TODAY 
|S MADE 
ONLY 
TODAY! 


AT EVERY| 
CROSS- 


_ ILOST MY 4 
ICE, 


IF THERE IS STILL 
ONE PATH WHICH I 
CAN REVISIT... 


THE YOU 
‘TODAY IS 
_ MADE ONLY 

TODAY! 





‘Ss 


7 


wR 
SA 
Ke 
tie 
=] 





Twas Lookine WZ, 
AROLIND FOR 
INFORMATION Zz 


IN THE CAPITAL, 






















HE'D BEEN 
ACCEPTED AS 
THE SWORDS- 

MANSHIO 
INSTRUCTOR IN 
THE KOKURA 
FIEFDOM OF THE 

HOUKAWA 


ae 
> 








THE YOU 

TODAY Is | 
MADE ONLY ||. 
TODAY! 











“GONE TO 
E00...” 


IT WOULD 
SEEM THAT HIS 
LEG INJURY 
OION’T HEAL iP 
COMPLETELY. 


BUT, AS ONE 
OF HIS 
CHILOHOOD 
FRIENDS, IT 

CAN SAY... 


\ 








WHERE ARE 
you, AND 
WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING THESE 
DAYS, 
MUSASHIP 


“PLOWING 
A FIELO AT 
SHIMOUSA...” 


“CONFINED IN 
A CASTLE 
SOMEWHERE, 
READING 
BOOKS,” AND 
STUFF LIKE 
THAT... 


I'VE HEARD 
LOTS OF 
RUMOURS, 
BUT T OON’T 
KNOW WHICH 
IS TRUE. 
















NO 
MATTER WHAT, 
THAT GUY IS 
SWINGING HIS 
Sworo. 








SOMETIMES 
SMILING, WITH 
AN EVIL . AS HE 
LOOK... ¢ GRUMBLES, 













NEVERTHE- 
LESS, HE’S 
SWINGING 
HIS SwORD. 


I’M SURE 
IT’S SO. 


*“MUSASHI 
COMING TO 
KOKURA”.., 


YEAH, We've 


IBEEN WAITING 
FOR THIS, 
MATAHACHI- 
SAN! 


T ONLY KNOW 


ABOUT A LITTLE [- 


AFTER THAT... 











KOKURA 

















THE NAME 
OF SASAKI 
GANRYUU 
SPREAD IN A 
FLASH, HERE 
IN KOKURA... 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MEN AND 
WOMEN, 
EVERYONE... 






SPREAD 
RUMORS 
ABOUT 
KOJIROU. 





WANTED TO 
CATCH A 
GLIMPSE OF 
KOJIROU'S 
APPEARANCE. 


gz 


a 
q 





THAT'S ALL 
THE TIME 
THERE IS FOR 
TODAY! 2 


WILL BE 
TOMORROW'S 
ENTERTAIN- 


THERE'S 
TOO MANY 
OF YOU! 





you're 
INCREA- STEADILY 
SING LIKE 


Pee NOT 
A STORY 


| I CAN 
TELL SO 
EASILY... 













HOLD ON, 
EVERYONE! 
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ANDO INDEED, EVEN TODAY, SOMEWHERE OUT 
THERE, ZOMBIE MUSASHI IS STILL SWINGING 
HIS SWORD. 











COMMENTS? EMAIL US AT NIHIL.SINE.NEFAS@GEMAIL.COM, 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT NIHILSINENEFAS. WORDPRESS.COM. 





iva: 


VaGaA Bo N D (Bt: SPA EE ED 


op CET BBRECILES Rs 
Pere A sRUI) SUT) 








T DON’T KNOW 
WHERE 
MUSASHI IS 
OR WHAT HE’S 
DOING THESE 


BUT NO 
MATTER 
WHERE HE IS 


§ DOING, THAT 
GUY... 









WHERE, HE’S 
SWINGING 
HIS Sword, 






































EVEN THOUGH 
I OON’T 
ACTUALLY 


















AND 
SOMETIMES 
GRINNING... 













mM TALK AS IF 
I’M SEEING 


EVEN IF 
I HAVEN’T 
SEEN 
HIM, I'M 
SURE... 











IT'S NOT © 
JUST 
SILENCE... 


Ai 


, WE 
TAK. 











IT’S BUSTLING 
INSIDE... 





THE SOUND 
OF MY 
SPITTING... 





IT 
RESON- 
ATES 
WITH ITS 
WEIGHT... 





I MUST 
REMOVE ITS 
WEIGHT... 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE 
WEIGHT 
OF A 






NO... EVEN 
IF I DO IT 
WELL, IT 
WON’T 
STICK... 


EVEN IF I 
PRACTICE A 
HUNDRED 
TIMES... 









TS THe aS EVEN IF I 
SAME... : PRACTICE A 


IT’S QUST : THOUSAND 
LIKE THE 





JUST LIKE A 

BABY, WHO 
DOESN'T HAVE 
» THE PATIENCE 
TO WAIT FOR 

ANYTHING... 


HEART IS 
BEATING 
QUICKL! 


TINGLING 





WHAT'S 
THIS FAINT 
SOUND? 


WHO 
IS THIS? 
KOJIROU? 





Aa 


AAH, HE 
"WZ DISAPPEARED 


IT's 
FLOWING 
THROUGH 

ME, LIKE A 
SYMPHONY... 


I CAN HEAR IT 
CONSTANTLY, 
WITHOUT 
RELENT... 








EH, WHAT A 
DRAG. I’M 
OUST GONNA Bs. 



























































MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI- IX 





IT’S FROM 
HOSOKAWA 
TADATOSHI- 


OONO, WHO'S 
IN EDO. 


FU... IT'S. 
BEEN A 
WHILE, BUT 
WITH THIS... 











T'M VERY 
MUCH LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
FATHER TADAOKI 
MEETING 
MUSASHI-OONO, 


WITHOUT A 
DOUBT THEY'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
HIM, ANO HE’LL 
BE BROUGHT TO 
KOKURA, SO 


THAT'S 
GOOD... 


SEEMS THERE’S 
BEEN PREPARATION 
TO ACCEPT 
MUSASHI AS AN 
INSTRUCTOR AT THE 
BUZEN KOKLIRA 
FIEFOOM, 


T HEAR THAT 
MUSASHI'S 
WHEREABOLITS 
ARE UNKNOWN, 
AFTER THAT, 





MUSASHI 
CAN FINALLY 
LIVE IN THE 
WORLD OF 
PEOPLE, 


WELL 
THEN... T'M 
OFF TO 
YAGYUU, 





FUTURE 
WIFE, 


VAGABOND 289 END 
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MUSASHI™ BRAND EAR PLUGS: “ALMOST 
AS GOOD AS ACTUALLY BEING DEAF!” 











COMMENTS? EMAIL US AT NIHIL.SINE.NEFAS@GEMAIL.COM, 
OR VISIT OLR WEBSITE AT NIHILSINENEFAS. WORDPRESS.COM. 
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Ten years 
into the 
Keichou era, 


After his father, 
Tokugawa Ieyasu, 
resigns this year, 













The shogunate 


Gr 
will be 
succeeded 
a7 | by Tokugawa 


Hidetada. 

















OOESN’T 
SEEM LIKE 
ANYONE'S: 

COMING. 











HAAA... 
OAMN, MY 
SHOULDERS 
ARE STIFF. 


THE WORLD 
MUST BE TAKEN 
OFF OF THOSE 

SHOULDERS, 
FROM TIME TO 

TIME... 
































Feudal lord of 
Buzen Kokura 
and the 
third son of 
Hosokawa 
Tadoaki. 


Since he was 14 
years of age, he 


has been held 
as a political 

hostage in the 
castle at Edo. 


RIGHT NOW, THE 
WORLO’S ON 
THE LEADER'S -- 
MY FATHER’S 
SHOULDERS! 








IT'S 
FLUFFY 





, 
Sachs WHOA! 
ees THIS IS 
Te DeLIC- 
CALLEO lous! 
SKASUE 





TEIRA”. 


A DELICIOUS 


PASTRY MADE 


BY THE 
SOUTHERN 


BARBARIANS. 


Z; 

















Hosokawa 
Tadatoshi: 


THAT'S AN 
ODD THING 
TO SAY... 





HERE, THIS 
IS FROM 
KOKLURA. 

















OH, 
WHAT'S 
THIS? 












































GRANTED, THIS IS 
OUST TALK WITH 
NOTHING DECIDED 
YET... 'LL TRY TO 
MEET HIM ANDO SEE 
WHAT KINO OF 
PERSON HE IS. 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
KINO OF 

RESPONSE 
IS THATP 


WELL, 
IT'S FINE. 











“MIYAMOTO, 
MUSASHI TO BE THE 
SWORDSMANSHIP- 
INSTRUCTOR OF THE 
SHOUGUNKE*”... 


RIGHT, THE 
ONE WHO SENT 
THE LETTER TO 

HON’AM 
KOUETSU- 
DONO IS ME, 
TADATOSHI! 


“PLEASE HIS 
WELCOME HIM 
INTO THE RESPONSE 
HOSOKAWA was, 
FAMILY ANO 
INTO BUZEN 
KOKURA.” 





HE WANTED 
MUSASHI 
STRONG, 

HUH? 


AND 
ABOVE ALL, 
TADATOSHI... 


a FROM THE 
= START, 
TADAOKI... 




















MY 
FATHER... 


LOOKING FOR 
EMINENT BATTLE 
SKILL, EVEN 
AMONG A 
FACTION KNOWN 
FOR FAMOUS 
MILITARY 

» EXPLOITS... 


RELIABLE 
MAN, THAT 
TADAOKI... 


MUSASHI MIGHT 
8E A GOOD FIT FOR 
THE HOSOKAWA 
HOUSE, WHOSE 
HALLS ECHO WITH 
THE MILITARY 
ARTS. 





THIS IS 
CAUSE FOR A 
Bea CELEBRATION! P 








HEAD OF 
KOKURA 
fe caste! 


YOU WERE 
SELECTED TO 
INHERIT THE 
FIEFOOM OF 
BUZEN 


YOU'RE 

FINALLY 

MOVING 
uP... 


MUSASHI 
WILL FALL 
INTO THE 
HANOS OF 
KOKURA! 





DON’T 


BE SO 
SOLITARY! 


HOW OLD 
ARE YOU 








TO HAVE 
YOU, WHO'S 
OF THE SAME 
GENERATION, 
AROUND, 


YOU CAME 


TO E0O... 
FIVE YEARS 
0; 








T THINK IT’LL 
\ BE GOOD... 


a 


MUSASHI 
IS ALGO 
IN THE SAME 
GENERATION... 


SURELY, YOU'LL 








DID yOu 
EXPLAIN THE 
SITUATION? 


ASIDE FROM 
DEALING WITH 
NX THE SHOSHIOAI, 
ITAKURA 
KATSUSHIGE- 


DONO, 
MUSASHI'S NOT 


BEEN AT FAULT. 
HIS ONLY CRIME 
IS IGNORANCE... 


WHATEVER 
WE SAIO, IT 
SEEMED HE 
COULON’T 
HEAR US, 


YES! HE 
CLEARLY 
COULON’T 
HEAR US! 


/ He BROKE OLIT 


OF NIJOU 
CASTLE AND 
IS THEREFORE 

AT LARGE, 


HE’S RUNNING 
AWAY 
BECAUSE HE 
DOESN'T 
KNOW THAT,,, 


odlD yOu 
EXPLAIN IT 
COMPLET- 
ELyP 











IN THE ENO, 
HE JUMPED 
INTO A RIVER 


AND ESCAPED, 


\ 


WELL, I 
[| | ALeeAoy KNew 
HE WASN'T AN 
EASY PERSON 
TO DEAL WITH. 






MUSASHI!! | 


\ bs 


\ 









PERHAPS 
HE'S A 
NATURAL 
GENIUS? 









PLEASE WAIT, 


MIYAMOTO 
. MUSASHI- 
i DONO! 
HEY, 
DON’T RUN 
AWAY! 


HOLD ON, 
ARE YOU 
CERTAIN 

THAT'S 

MUSASHIP 


WELL, WHY 
IS HE 


RUNNING 

































































IS THERE 
A RIVER 


Go 











VAGABOND WILL BE ON BREAK UNTIL MARCH 4TH. 
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“HE RAN AWAY!? DION’T YOU TELL HIM ABOUT THE 
MAIL-IN REBATE? ... AND THE SPECIAL OFFER IF HE 
ORDERED NOW? ... WHAT ABOUT THE EXTENDED 
WARRANTY? I'LL BET YOU DION’T MENTION THE 
EXTENDED WARRANTY! ... YOU DIOP WELL, SHIT.” 

















COMMENTS? EMAIL US AT NIHIL.SINE.NEFAS@GEMAIL.COM, 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT NIHILSINENEFAS. WORDPRESS.COM. 





YOU'RE 
so coLp! 


WHY ARE 
YOU LIKE 
THIS2 





YY d 
Yy YY 
H/ 

Wf 



















IT WOULD’VE 
BEEN GOOD... 
IF WE COULD’VE 
DONE THIS 
SOONER... 





‘| GRore k 
“| AROLINO! 





\F YOU'RE 
WARM, OKAY, 
THEN WE'RE 


Wi; 


f 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE YOU'RE 
OKAY NOW, 

BUT... 


YOU SHOULON’T 
HAVE BEEN 
SWIMMING IN 
THE RIVER IN 
WEATHER THIS 
cOLo! 








FROM YOLI2 

g C APPEARANCE, 

WOULD YOU 
ARE YOU HAPPEN TO BE A 
GOING TO ROUNIN, LINABLE 


STAY OSS: TO FINO 


EMPLOYMENT? 


IS THAT SO? 
WELL, FROM 
TODAY ON, THEN, 'S THAT 
YOU'RE STAYING ON THE 
WITH US! 


















YOU CAN 


YOU'LL HAVE ee ee 
PLENTY OF >. AS YOU 
WORK TO Ss 
oo! \ ln 





















































Le typ fies, fli t~ Vdd, 
Pg lL 
SZ LE8 Vale 


FA, 





















































HE'S NOT 
GOOD 
ENOUGH TO 
BE OF ANY 
USE TO US! 


HE'S JUST 
A ROUNIN 
WITH 
NOWHERE 


WE'LL JUST 
LET HIM. 

FREELOAD 

FOR ABIT. / 


ONE, 
| ascent GY 













































































































: A 
BUSSHT".., 


WITH THE 
TASK OF 
CARVING 
BUDDHA, 























BUT YOU 
CAN'T EAT 
THROUGH 

JUST 

\ THAT... 


\ 






















































































































































































SOT ALSO 
HAVE TO 
PLOUGH THE 
SOIL. 





























SO THAT 
THE FAMILY 
CAN EAT, 
THAT IS. 



























































NOW THAT I 
THINK ABOUT 
IT, WE HAVEN'T 
HEARD YOLIR 
NAME YET. 

































I WAS TRYING 
TO CLEAR OUT 
ENOUGH PEOPLE 
O OTHERS CAN 
PASS 






































































































































/I OON’T WANT 
TO BE TAKEN 
AWAY BY A 
GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL. 














bo) 


ARCO 


HE SAYS THAT, 
ANO THEN 
STOPS HERE, 
EVERY DAY THE 
SAME THING, 
TO NO AVAL. 

AIN'T THAT 
RIGHTP! 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BATTLE OF 
MUSASHI 
AND 
KOJIROU... 


















































WHEN 
MUSASHI 
WAS TWENTY 
NINE YEARS 


HE WENT FROM 
KILLING THE 
YOSHIOKA AT 
TWENTY-TWO TO 
THAT POINT IN A 
PERIOD OF 
ABOUT SEVEN 

YEARS... : 


















I, TOO, 
OON’T KNOW 
A8OUT 
MUSASHI 
OURING THAT 
TIME... 





















KOJIROU 


I CAN AND 


TELL WHICH 
OF THE 
STORIES I'VE 
HEARD ARE 

LIES... 


AND 
WHICH ARE 
TRUE. 








“IF IT’S HIM, 

HE’O DEFINITELY 
DO IT THAT 

WAy...” 





[ °HE WOULON‘T 
00 THAT...” § 





















NO MATTER HOW 
MANY YEARS IT'S 
BEEN SINCE THEY 
MET, BROTHERS 
ARE BROTHERS, 
AREN'T THEY? 









EVEN 
WITHOUT 
HAVING 
SEEN, T 
CAN TELL. 









WELL NOW, 
EVEN IF IT 
WAS ONLY A 
LITTLE BIT, 









THERE WAS 
KINGHIP IN THE 
STORIES OF 
THOSE SEVEN 
YEARS BEFORE 
MUSASHI 
SHOWED UP IN 
KOKURA... 











VAGABOND 291 END 
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OUNNO WHY MUSASHI OION’T TELL THEM 
HIS REAL NAME... I’M PRETTY SURE HE 
COULDA TAKEN THOSE KIDS, EVEN IF THEY 
ATTACKED ALL AT ONCE... 











COMMENTS? EMAIL US AT NIHIL.SINE.NEFAS@GEMAIL.COM, 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT NIHILSINENEFAS. WORDPRESS.COM. 








PEACEFUL, 
DAY AFTER 
DAY. 


cM A eS A BON D Ite SE LE 


ABER ES SB CHE KY KOWR LOSRBLECII ER 
OHMS MROVI IM BARC ARAR) (YYKU—S3—YP LIRR) S/iM4eT) 
@ HEME TYRSYA-2AN—2-FOVIIhs (RRB MM B/2ET) W006 TEED OTHE WEE h/t 8! 








| 


IF YOU'RE 
GONNA BE 
LOUD, GO 
OUTSIDE! 


HEY! 
FATHER’S 
BUSY 
WORKING! 


ARE YOU 
STRONG? 





WHO CARES IF. 
HE’S WORKING? 
HE AIN'T NEVER 
GONNA SELL 
ALL THOSE 
BUDDHA Guy: 











HERE'S 
SOME 





DRINK IT 
ALL AT 








YOU SELL 
\ ANYTHING? 



















THANKS 
FOR THE 
MEAL! 


HEY, YOU 


IF YOU'VE ‘a QUIT IT, 

GOT ANY y SECOND 
MORE LEFT, 

TO AppR- 

ECIATE IT! 





YOU BETTER 
EAT UP A 
LITTLE @IT, 
FIFTH SON! 


YOU WON'T 
GET BETTER 
IF YOU 
OON'T KEEP 
ue your 


WHOA, 
YOU'RE 
GIVING IT 
TO ME, 
TAKEZOUP 





HEY, 
TAKEZOU 
CAUGHT A 
RABBIT! 











IT CUTS 
THROUGH 
THIS HARO 
WOOD LIKE 
IT'S SOFT 


IT CAN 
SLASH 
BETTER 
THAN A 
KATANA.. 





















TRIEO TO 
MELO THOSE 
TOOLS WITH 
your 
FINGERS... 


I GUESS 
THAT'S 
RIGHT. 


BUT CARVING 
BUDDHAS WITH 
HANOS THAT 
ARE STILL 
KILLING? 


HOW THE 

HELL CAN 

THOSE GO. 
TOGETHER!P 


THOSE BLADES 


ON YOUR HIP 
THAT YOU'VE 


HAO TO SHOW 


OFF EVER 
SINCE YOU 
GOT THEM. 


WHEN THE 
TIME COMES: 
THAT YOU HANG 
THOSE THINGS 
uP THAT YOU'VE 
BEEN CARRYING 
AROUND, THEN 
T'LL TEACH 
you. 





YOUR SIDE, 


OT se 


=f more ano 


ee 


.. @ MORE, THE 

is a 1 WORLO OF 

: ©) MEN IS BEING 
eu a 


LED ASTRAY. 





IF ONLY I 


| COULO IVE WHY HAS THE 
HIM ALL THE 


TINIEST LITTLE 
EXTeA FES FIFTH SON 
DIED FIRSTP 


1'0 OOIT 
WITHOUT 
GETTING 
j\ ANGRY OR 


A THEN 
| MAYBE HE 
COULO’VE 
GOTTEN 
AS OLO 
“. \AS ME... 








HE SOLD 
ONE, HE 
SOLO ONE!! 





NO, ITLL 
CERTAINLY 
MAKE OO! 


WE'VE 
RECEIVED AN 
ORDER FOR A 


DELIVERED TO 
THE TEMPLE 
PARISHIONER. 


TAISHOU 
TEMPLE 
#\ BOUGHT IT! 
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NOTE: IF YOU'eE 
READING THIS ON AN 
ONLINE READER, THERE 
HAS PROBABLY BEEN A 
SIGNIFICANT DELAY SINCE 


RAWS THANKS TO: 
DOFLA 








BAI. THIS WAS OLIE TO. 
THE ABSENCE OF RAWS 
FOR 899, EVEN THOUGH 

PAWS FOR LATER: 

CHAPTERS SHOWED LIP 
NORMALLY. WE RECEIVED 

THESE PAWS ONLY A 

BRIEF TIME AGO, AND 
RELEASED THIS CHAPTER 

AS SOON AS WE 
WERE ABLE, 





nihil sine nefas 
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ACTUALLY, BUDDHA-CARVING AND 
KATANA-WIELOING ARE THE TWO GREAT TASTES 
THAT TASTE GREAT TOGETHER, WITH THE NEW 
BUILO-IT-YOURSELF BUDDHA-TANA/ 











COMMENTS? EMAIL US AT NIHIL.SINE.NEFAS@GMAIL.COM, 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT NIHILSINENEFAS. WORDPRESS.COM. 
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IT’S CAUSING 
&A DULL PAIN 


IN MY LEFT. y WY I HAVE TO 


. COMPENSATE 


FOR MY RIGHT 
LEG, BUT... 










NO USE 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 


IT’S 
POINTLESS... 





IT’S LIKE 
TRYING TO 

TIEWET 

SILKEN 7% 
THREADS...” 





I LOST 
SOMETHING, 
AND NOW... 


DOT 
STILL NOT 
UNDERSTAND? 






WHY 





MUST ONE 
ALWAYS 
I STILL SEEK TO 
CAN'T QUITE IMPROVE 
UNDERSTAND WITH THIS 
THAT... 


gem TACHI’...7 


* TACHI = LONG SWORD 
OFF 





NNNN- 
NNNBY 











IT SEEMS 
LIKE 

BUDDHA'S 

FACE HAS 

I) SOFTENED. 























IT COMES 
FROM MERE 
WOObD.., 








HAT PEOPLE PRAY | 


TO EVERY, DAY, IN 


EXCHANGE FOR, THE =A\ 


FUTURE THAT'S’ Bet 
GIVEN.TO| THEM. 





WHAT THE 
OLD MAN’S 
CHISEL 
REVEALS TO 
THE WORLD... 





































































































|i} BEYOND 
(Il) Pe00u 








PEOPLE THAT 
CREATE AN 
EXISTENCE 

THAT PASSES 

BEYOND 
PEOPLE... 


THEY SEEMS 
LIKE COMPLETE 
OPPOSITES, BUT 

ACTUALLY, 
THEY'RE BOTH 
THE SAME... 


STRUGGLE 
TO LIVE BY 
THE BLADE. 


MAODEN- 
ING... 














THAT'S THE 
ONLY WAY IT 
COULD 6E... 






HAVING A WIFE 
AND KIOS -- HOW 
COULD YOU 0O 
THAT HONESTLY? 






1M FINISH- 
ING THAT 
BUDDHA FOR 
A CUSTOMER 


KTOMORE ON: 


on PLANE 
-——] | DOWN THE 
i EARS... 





a WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? 

SPIT IT OUT, 
TAKEZOU, 

























BUT WHAT'S 
INSIDE YOUR 
| HEART WHEN | 

YOU'RE MAKING | 
A BLIODHA, 



















WHEN you. Y 
NOTICE IT, IS 
IT HIGH LIP IN 






THE SKY OR 
DEEP DOWN 
IN THE 
MAYBE IT GROUND? 
GOES 
AWAY 
TOO 


FAST. 


WIFE AND 


EVEN THOUGH 
SOME ARE 
CLOSE AND 
SOME ARE 

FAR... 











THE WAY 
YOU ARE 
WHEN 


MAKING A 
BUDDHA, /j 










WHETHER IT’S. 
MADDENING 






MIOOLE PATH 
THAT ENDS 
WHERE IT 
STARTS, 












IT’S LIKE 
A HAZE IS 
HANGING OVER 
ME... 


WHAT IS 
THIS...7 


j HELP me 
OUT WITH 


AMI 


STRONG 
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PERHAPS THE OLD MAN HAS WALKED MUSASHI'S PATH, 
TOO... UNTIL HE REALIZED THAT HIS DREAM OF 
BECOMING AN “LINRIVALLEO BLDDHA-CARVER LINDER 
HEAVEN” WAS JUST A HEAT HAZE, AFTER CARVING 70 
BUDDHAS IN ONE DAy, 
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HEY, 
TAKEZOU, 
HOLD ‘IM 

FOR A SEC... 








I6OT 
SEPARATED 
FROM HER 
AT AN EARLY 
, AGE. 


OH, IS 
THAT SO... 


YOU WERE A 
BABY ONCE, TOO, 
yA KNOW. YOUR 
MA HELD YOU 
OUST LIKE THAT. 


YOU'RE 
MAKIN’ 
THAT LIP! 


HE'S 
O8VIOUSLY 
HAO A BEARD 
SINCE THE 
DAY HE WAS 
BORN, RIGHTP: 
HEHEHE! 


] GOTTEN 
I=e| ATTACHED 


<\ TO ya? 
= f 
y 








MY NIECE 
(S RIGHT 
AROUND 
MARRYIN’ AGE, 
mA YA KNOW... 


SHE'S A ¥ ; es x TAKEZOU, 


’ 


PRETTY os 2 WHY DON’T 
GIRL, JUST YOU TAKE 
UKE Me! By, up OUR 

fi 7 no HOUSEP 


SETTLE DOWN, 

YOU'LL BE ABLE 

TO SHOW YER . 
FACE. f 


ey ABOUT THAT... 
[| I CAN NEVER 
BE IN A RE- 


pe\ LATIONSHIP. 


THE 
REASON 
WHY IS, 












IVE SLAIN NO 
LESS THAN A 
HUNDRED MEN 
WITH THESE 
HANDS. 


I WONDERED... \ 
WAS HE A MAN 
WHO HAD 
TRIUMPHED... 
BECAUSE 
OF HIS. 
ARROGANCE? § 


AFTER ALL, 
HE SINGLE- 
HANOEOLY 
LAIO WASTE 
TO THE 
YOSHIOKA 


IT SEEMS 
TO ME HE 
WAS A 
SINNER. 


MIYAMOTO 


MUSASHI... 





fe TAKEZOU. 


MUSASHI, 





BUT 
THAT WAS 
QUITE THE 

OPPOSITE OF 
A TRIUMPH... 





“sr iS 

AND HE HAD: 
‘A YOUNGER 
BROTHER 


HE HAD - 
> AN OLDER’ - 








HE MUST. 
JAVE HAD 

PARENTS; © 

EVERYBODY; 





ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
GOTTA 


I’M 
FOREVER 
INDEBTED 


I WON’T 
FORGET 
your 
KINONESS. 








STRONG 
YET? 


TO DO 
SOMETHING 
THAT CAN'T 

BE DONE 
WITHOUT 
MAONESS... 





BUDDHA 
CARVING. 


BUT IT’S 
GOTTEN 
BUSY WITH 
JUST ME. 


I WANT TO 
FIGHT WITH 
A TRULY 
STRONG 
PERSON. 


THIS TIME 
T'LL FIND 


WHAT “ 

OLD MAN THE ANSWERS Fy, 
ILOST 

YAGYUL 

AND THE |. SIGHT OF... 


REST SAW. 


MUST 
you 
KEEP 
GOINGP 


ARE YOU 


REALLY 
GOING TO 


I CAN SEE 
IT NOW. 





THAT LIVED 
AND SWUNG 
THEI SWORD 
INVAIN. ¥ 


GIVE IT 


UNLESS 
100, 


roe 
BECOME 
THE 
SECOND 
GENER- 
ATION... 









} YOU'LL BE 
ABLE TO 
RELIN- 
QUISH THE 

BLADE. 


,YOURSELFP 


YOU'RE cae # / 
THE ONLY i 


ONE THAT noe 
DOESN'T | ALREADY LIKE 
| AN OLOER 
BROTHER TO 
THE KIOS. 


YOU WORK 
VERY WELL. 





THAT 
YOU'RE 
4 KIND 

PERSON. 




















I FEEL LIKE I 
SHOULD HAVE 
DESCENDED 














I SHOULD HAVE © 
















THE SPIRAL OF ° ENDED MY 
KILLING AND DAY-TO- 
CLIMBED DAY VAGRANC 
SOMETHING : ae 


ELSE... 





I'VE LOST BURDEN... 
SIGHT OF 
THE LIGHT AS 
WELL... 










IM STILL 


SLASH STRONG. 


SOMEONE! 


YOU MUST 
BE MIYAMOTO 

MUSASHI- ‘ 
DONO, RIGHTP 


I'VE BEEN 
SEARCHING 
FOR YOU FOR 
QUITE SOME 
TIME...! 


MUSASHI- |> 
OONO! 
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SORRY, BUT MUSASHI WON'T FIGHT JUST ANY 
MERE SWORDSMAN... HE’S WAITING FOR SOMEONE 
TRULY STRONG. HE IS, HOWEVER, AVAILABLE TO 
AUTOGRAPH YOLIR SWORD! 
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MUSASHI ONCE 
AGAIN SEEMED TO 


HIS VAGRANT 
TRAVELS, WHEN A 


APPEARED 
BEFORE HIM- 





ye I BELIEVE 
SORE] OEGRIMING.SAITABRAD  _ ee — se | ScLIeVE 


sos PAPERBALLOON, = les 


STORY OF 
KOKURA... 





KOUIROL'S * 


" THAT SEEMED 
TO GE THE 
START TO 








IT SEEMEO 
LIKE IT WOLILO 
GE FLIN AT 
WE'LL / FIRST ON THE 


idk SHIP, BUT 
PRACTICE h lea Ast 
WHEN We RSS) -\ THAT OION’T 


GET BACK, aly 
OcAwA. 





HAVE WE 
FINALLY 


HUH, WELL, ARRIVEOP 


fl KOJIROU WAS IN 
GOOD SPIRITS 

THE WHOLE WAY 
ANO HE’S NOT 

Skg@ WEARY AT ALL... 


HE MUST 
REALLY LIKE 
THE SEA. 









HE DISPLAYS 
SUCH SPINE- 
CHILLING SKILL 
WITH A BLADE, 
AND YET... 













AS USUAL, 
HE SEEMS 
LIKE A FIVE 
YEAR OLD 
CHILD... 











THAT IS, 
EVEN IF 
YOU LOVE 
HIM... 
















YOU'VE 
GOT TO 
FEAR HIM. 









WHAT 
AMAZING 

















Y 


Aa 


GOOD WIND... 





OUTSIDER, 
HUHP 








WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER? A 























THAT GUY 
MUST REALLY 
NOT 8E A@LE 

TO HEAR! 


I'VE BEEN 
GETTING 
THAT 
FEELING 
TOO... 


WHAT'S 
your 
NAME, YOU 











I CAN'T 
SEE HIS 





7 WHAT? AN 
OUTSIDER 
STIRRING LIE 
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THANKS TO 
RAW-PARADISE 
FOR THE RAWS! 
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NOTHING SAYS "I’M A BAD-ASS MOTHERFUCKER" 
LIKE PLAYING WITH CHILOREN AND BALLOONG... 
WELL, ACTUALLY, I GUESS THAT ONLY 
GOES FOR KOUIROU. 
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BUT SEE IF 
4 TCARE! § 





IT’S TOO 
EARLY FOR 
A FESTIVAL. 













































































HMP 
WHATCHA 


THIS IS 
BAD- IT’S 
THE E88 

TIOE...! 


















































AN 
OUTSIDER 
BEATING (eee 
US TO THE Ky 
PUNCH... & 











WHAT THE \, 
HELL IS THIS 
1 LPROARIP 














AH, IT’S 
KOVUIROU- 


IN ONE DAY, 
BUZEN 
KOKURA... 


BECAME 
KOJIROU'S 
CITY. 


[296 em) 


ny 
RECO S<BABSIRESS . + 971t5A FARESICSESe! 
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KOUIROU’S GLORIOUS CONQUEST WAS MADE 
MUCH EASIER WITH HALF THE MALE POPLILATION 
OF THE TOWN HAVING DIED OF 
PNEUMONIA THE FOLLOWING DAY. 
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